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Understanding our




NPR Planet Money

As more and more radio listeners seek out nuanced financial reporting in language they can understand,
NPR’s Planet Money radio show has quickly become one of the most popular and trusted sources of fi-
nancial news. Planet Money is a show designed to discuss complex economic news and trends in very
simple terms. The show bounces between revealing interviews with major Wall Street players and fun
skits and thought experiments that bring the otherwise arcane concepts to life. You can visit the Planet
Money Blog to find show times in your area or browse the regularly-updated articles. Or, if you prefer,
you can subscribe to the Planet Money Podcast via iTunes.
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Gurn Tocus

Not all stock analysts offer sound advice. In fact, many “experts” frequently underperform day-traders
and market averages. Guru Focus is a website designed to hold stock analysts accountable. Whenever an
analyst recommends or purchases a stock, it is entered into a public portfolio on the site. You can see
whose portfolio is performing the best and worst on several different metrics. Among the site’s most pop-
ular features is the ability to view portfolios of celebrity investors and fund managers like Warren Buffett
and Bill Gates.
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Consumer & [ abor Statistics

Analysts often focus on labor and consumer statistics as a way to understand wide-scale behavioral pat-
terns of American workers. The Consumer Confidence Index measures the general mood people have
about the economy and their willingness (or lack thereof) to spend and invest money. Generally speaking,
high consumer confidence coincides with shared prosperity, while low consumer confidence ratings in-
dicate worsening economic conditions. The Bureau of Labor Statistics offers national and regional statistics
on just about everything you could imagine concerning jobs in the U.S.
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The Economist

As our economy becomes increasingly dependent on the decisions and conditions of other countries, in-
vestors must pay more attention to breaking news throughout the world. The Economist is a magazine
dedicated to making sense of the global economy in terms that are accessible to a Western audience. The
Economist website is particularly useful; it offers country briefings for each major economic power as well
as a weekly news roundup, featuring all of the week’s most important global economic news events.
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If you’re looking for a quick glimpse at the U.S. stock market, it’s hard to beat Google Finance. Google Fi-
nance offers all of the staple statistics, such as detailed charts and analytics for the three major indexes
and stock averages within industries. You can also manage your portfolio (real or imaginary ) in real-time.
But, Google also includes some less-conventional tools that are invaluable. For instance, the Stock
Screener allows you to enter criteria (e.g., market capitalization above S5 billion), and then see all of the
stocks that match that criteria.
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federal Reserve News

The Federal Reserve is responsible for setting monetary policy within the U.S., which is just another way
of saying that the Federal Reserve decides how much money to print and how much interest to charge for
it. Because it sits atop the economic food chain, all of the Fed’s decisions weigh heavily on businesses
throughout the world. Fortunately, the Federal Reserve website is relatively transparent, complete with
regularly updated stories, an RSS feed and an e-newsletter.
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Minutes of Federal Open Market Committee, August 11-12, 2009
September 2, 2009

Federal Reserve announces amounts of Term Auction Facility (TAF) credit offered
at September auctions will be reduced to $75 billion
August 28, 2009



http://www.google.com/finance
http://www.google.com/finance?q=INDEXDJX:.DJI,INDEXSP:.INX,INDEXNASDAQ:.IXIC
http://www.google.com/finance/domestic_trends
http://www.google.com/finance/portfolio?action=view&pid=1
http://www.google.com/finance/stockscreener#c0=MarketCap&c1=PE&c2=DividendYield&c3=Price52WeekPercChange&region=us&sector=AllSectors&sort=&sortOrder=
http://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/default.htm
http://www.federalreserve.gov/default.htm
http://www.federalreserve.gov/feeds/default.htm
http://www.federalreserve.gov/generalinfo/subscribe/notification.htm



